
Revive weekend 
 
1 – Exiles 

State of Exile 
 
like an aging dowager, living in a decaying mansion on the edge of town, 
bankrupt and penniless, house decaying around her but acting as if her 
family still controlled the city, our theologians and church leaders think 
and act as if we were in charge, as if the old arrangements were still 
valid - hauerwas and willimon 
 
we must live with… confusion and humiliation, as a hopeful people 
ready to discover the new thing the spirit will birth.  The continued 
assumption of cultural symbols of power and success will only produce 
an inauthentic church with little gospel, much religion, no mission - alan 
roxburgh 

 
Quadrophenia clip – scene when Jimmy returning from Brighton finds that 
he is now alienated from his family, his work and his peers. 
 

1. Exiled from Christendom  
 
Christendom meant enforced uniformity and contextual insensitivity.  
Constantine’s search for unity and the willingness of fourth-century 
bishops to conform to social norms produced a centralised institution 
locked into particular cultural patterns that were baptised as orthodox… 
Unity required uniformity; dissent was labelled heresy or schism… but 
emerging churches embody the diversity, flexibility and cultural 
sensitivity post-Christendom churches need.  Few claim theirs is the best 
or only expression of church. – Stuart Murray-WIlliams 
 
2. Exiles in Culture 
 
In our part of the world, the church was in the middle of the village and 
had a monopoly over local values.  Now, next door to the church you are 
liable to find a mosque.  We are continually exposed to different values.  
Assumptions have been replaced by a need for decisions… As values have 
been re-combined in powerful fusions and moved beyond national 
boundaries, old assumptions have been tossed aside.  There are no easy 
and generally held answers to questions about the value of material 
possessions versus knowledge, about right and wrong, good and evil.  The 
wuestions remain, but the answers have become more blurred… Behind 
all these effects we see a gigantic spiritual vacuum.  It is a mist 
sweeping over the world filling us with doubts and hesitation.  We are no 
longer pilgrims with a clear mission living in a well structured 
environment.  Insteadw e have become wandering vagabonds in search 
of …? Is this the end of Religion? – Ridderstrale and Nordstrom 

  
3. Liminality – living in the gap 

 



Liminal spaces are the spaces in between, thresholds or transitions from 
one state or space to another. Also boundaries, beginnings, becomings, 
and similar forms of cultural transition. - Anne Galoway 
 
When responding as exiles in a post-christendom world, we are 
used to seeing some respond with despair and grief… and others 
with assimilation to the dominant values.  What is much more 
disturbing to us is the example of a God who does neither, but 
instead answers with a fresh, imaginative theological response.  
Jesus neither slides into compromise and sinfulness, nor fulfils our 
expectations of the holier-than-thou guru… there is no more 
dangerous path than the one trodden by Jesus. – Michael Frost 
 
4. Exile as a place of re-formation and creativity 
 
The work of poetic imagination holds the potential of unleashing a 
community of power and action that will finally not be contained by any 
imperial restrictions and definitions of reality – Walter Brueggemann 
 
Post-Christendom… requires leaders who listen to the voices on the 
edge.  This is where the apostle, the prophet and the poet are found. – 
Alan Roxburgh 
 
5. Provisionality 

 
The Christian church is always in the process of becoming; the church of 
the present is both the product of the past and the seed of the future… 
there never was a “pure” message, supracultural and suprahistorical. 
 
Contextualization… suggests the experimental and contingent nature of 
all theology.  We need an experimental theology in which an ongoing 
dialogue is taking place between text and context, a theology which, in 
the nature of the case, remains provisional and hypothetical. – David 
Bosch 

 
6. Life on the margins 
 
The image of God’s people as exiles among the nations… will come into 
it’s own again as the church in the post-modern west re-conceptualizes 
it’s missionary relationship to a post-Christian society.  The church in the 
west may have to get used to the idea that its own centre in God, from 
which it goes out to others in proclamation and compassion, is actually a 
position of social and cultural exile or marginality.  This may improve its 
witness to the Christ who was himself so often found at the margins. – 
Richard Bauckham 
 
People in a liminal stage feel as if though they are being reduced or 
ground down to a uniform condition to be fashioned anew – Victor turner 
 



Dangerous living… Adaptation not equilibrium 
clip of reef fishes swimming amongst the coral from “The Blue Planet) – 
illustration taken from Mike Frost, fish in a tank are safe but will never 
outgrow their tank, and cannot survive without direct intervention, those 
living in the wild have no restrictions to growth and learn to adapt and 
grow to survive the constant dangers. 
 
2 – Communitas 
Joyeux Noel Clip - scene when the three commanders meet in no-mans 
land… breaking the rules and culture of the institutions. 

 
1. Liminality 
 
the related ideas of liminality and communitas describe the dynamics of 
the Christian community inspired to overcome their instincts to "huddle 
and cuddle" and to instead form themselves around a common mission 
that calls them on a dangerous journey to unknown places - a mission 
that calls the church to shake off it's collective securities and to plunge 
into the world of action, where its members will experience 
disorientation and marginalization but also where they encounter God 
and each other in a new way. – Alan Hirsch  
 
2. Mutuality – questions of leadership and participation 

 
Communitas is an intense community spirit, the feeling of great social 
equality, solidarity, and togetherness. Communitas is characteristic of 
people experiencing liminality together. This term is used to distinguish 
the modality of social relationship from an area of common living. There 
is more than one distinction between structure and communitas. The 
most familiar being the difference of secular and sacred. Every social 
position has something sacred about it.  Communitas is an acute point of 
community. It takes community to the next level and allows the whole of 
the community to share a common experience. - Wikipedia 

 
We know what we have to do: eschew power as it is used by the main 
stream, and to stand alongside the poor… The new environment to which 
the Church has to adapt is characterized more by powerlessness than by 
our power… Experience of being alongside the poor and discounted, at a 
minimum, scrambles stereotypes, and, at its best, enables the church to 
understand what it is that Jesus was going on about.  And this gives hope 
that the genuine practicality, as well as the reality, of the upside-down 
values and processes that Jesus commended will enter the Church’s 
bloodstream. 
 
A structure of participation provides opportunities for people to take 
part in a wider struggle and the encounters that result can set up a 
transformational dynamic. – Ann Morisy 

 
3. Accountability and Vulnerability 

 



Rather than ignore sin, the way through is to embrace the fact that we 
all have fallen short, we are all sinners.  By owning deeply our 
vulnerability to error we can embrace the deep humility that results.  It 
is only with this frame of mind that we have open hands. – Ann Morisy 

 
4. Hospitality 

 
The renewal of both the church and society will come through the re-
emergence of forms of Christian community that are homes of generous 
hospitality, places of challenging reconciliation and centres of 
attentiveness to the living god – Brother Samuel SSF 
 
Hospitality involves tolerance because it requires accepting in the other 
what we may not understand or agree with… Ann Morisy 
 
5. The Third Place 
 
Third places exist on neutral ground and serve to level their guests to a 
condition of social equality. Within these places, conversation is the 
primary activity and the major vehicle for the display and appreciation 
of human personality and individuality. Third places are taken for 
granted and most have a low profile. Since the formal institutions of 
society make stronger claims upon the individual, third places are 
normally open in the off hours, as well as at other times. The character 
of a third place is determined most of all by its regular clientele and is 
marked by a playful mood, which contrasts with people's more serious 
involvement in other spheres. Though a radically different kind of setting 
for a home, the third place is remarkably similar to a good home in the 
psychological comfort and support that it extends. - Ray Oldenburg 
 

 
6. Call/Vision 

 
It is surely a fact of inexhaustible significance that what our Lord left 
behind Him was not a book, nor a creed, nor a system of thought, nor a 
rule of life, but a visible community… It was not community gathered 
round an idea, so that the idea was primary and the community 
secondary.  It was a community called together by the deliberate choice 
of the Lord Himself, and recreated in him...  The actual community is 
primary: understanding of what it is comes second. – Leslie Newbiggin 
 
Communitas emerges naturally when we commit ourselves to a mission 
beyond ourselves.  It’s as simple as that.  Michael Frost 
 

Jesus of Montreal clip – The actor playing Jesus ‘preaches’ the “sermon on 
the mount” at the Police and the Priests, with a passion they do not have 
nor understand. 
 

• Do we “need” a purpose to be truly Communitas?  What might that be? 



• Questions of structures and inter-relationships… Network flows – nodes 
and synapses…  

• Being creative in being and growing dynamic communities of vision 
and interdependence. 

 
3 – Pilgrims 
Fleas – playstation advert – Fleas learn to restrict the height of their jumps 
to the box (in this case a jam jar) they are contained in, and their offspring 
‘inherit’ the same limits... How do we break out of the inherited boxes? 
 

1. Intentional Journey 
 

Journeying out requires the capacity to rise above the anxiety associated 
with encountering and embracing a potentially overwhelming, outside 
world. – Ann Morissy 
 
God counselled Abraham to leave his own country and go in pilgrimage 
into the land, which God has shown him, to wit the ‘Land of Promise’… 
Now the good counsel which God enjoined here on the father of the 
faithful is incumbent on all the faithful; that is to leave their country 
and their land, their wealth and their worldly delight for the sake of the 
Lord of Elements, and go in perfect pilgrimage in imitation of him. – St. 
Columba 

 
2. Personal Journey 

 
The peregrinatio… was always a journey to the ‘other world’.  There was 
sometimes a mystical as well as a mythical quality to the language for 
what the saints sought was no less than the land of heaven itself. – Philip 
Sheldrake 

 
3. Community Journey 

 
The theologically most fertile sections were in those times of extremity, 
when people were well out of their comfort zones… When we consider 
the stories that have inspired the people of God throughout the ages, we 
find that they are stories involving adventures of the spirit in the context 
of challenge… Take Abram for instance, who with his extended family 
(estimated to be about 70 people) is called by God to leave house and 
home and all that is familiar, to undertake a very risky journey to land 
that at that stage remained a mere promise by an invisible God.  And 
when we look at the various experiences they have along the way, 
stories that have shaped all subsequent faith we see that they are not 
safe bedtime stories.  Rather they call us to a dangerous form of 
faithfulness that echoes the faithfulness of Abraham. – Alan Hirsch 

 
4. Reflective journey 

 
The perfect pilgrimage involved an inner as well as an outer change.  By 
leaving the religious settlement and home country, the ascetic also left 



his or her ‘place in the world’, that is status.  Beyond the normal 
boundaries of religious and social life there was no recognised position 
and therefore no protection.  To be an exile was effectively to be 
outside social structures and independent of ecclesiastical ones. – Philip 
Sheldrake 

 
5. Missional Journey 
 
The exiles responded to the interest in Christianity among their new 
neighbours.  The personal freedom gained through spiritual pilgrimage 
also created an ability to adapt easily to local needs.  Columbanus and 
his followers evangelised and sought Church renewal across Europe as far 
south as Italy...  Some have described the Celtic church as a mission 
church rather than a missionary one. – Philip Sheldrake 
 
The Community of God… will be a community that does not live for itself 
but is deeply involved in the concerns of its neighborhood.  It will be the 
church for the specific place where it lives, not the church for those who 
wish to be members of it – or, rather, it will be for them insofar as they 
are willing to be for the wider community. – Leslie Newbiggin 
 

How do we balance the tension between ‘destination’ and ‘experience’ – 
meeting God in a place, in episodes, in others we journey with, in the 
encounters with others… what do we take away and what do we leave on 
the journey, how do we change others and how are we changed?  Who do 
we choose to go with, where do we choose to go… why? 

 
Those who start with questions about Church have already made the 
most common and the most dangerous mistake.  Start with the Church 
and the mission will probably get lost.  Start with the mission and it is 
likely that the church will be found. – Graham Cray 

 
 


