ENCOUNTERS
with a fool on the hill

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Can I help you, you look lost?
No thank you I am fine, just heading down hill
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Hello again, you still appear to be having some problems, I could help you.
No as I said the last time I saw you I am fine.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------I really do think you are heading in the wrong direction!
For the last time NO THANK YOU! I don't have time for this right now, I have a lot of
ground to cover, so if you don't mind.......
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Perhaps I should have listened to him, this ground is so overgrown, still I’ll push
on, should hit some clear ground soon.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Oh no not him again! I can hide behind this tree until he goes.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Now I really am lost, thick forest on either side and a steep decent ahead.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Wow! That is a long way down. The ground is unstable and I am losing my footing.
There must be a safe way down. Perhaps over there.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------It’s him in the distance. Should I ask him for some help? Perhaps not after the way I
spoke to him before, would not be right as I was so abrupt. After all he was only
trying to help. If I fall then I fall, its my own stupid fault. No one else to blame.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------I know he is over there still, I can’t see him but I can somehow sense him? Weird!!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------That was scary. Nearly went over. Just managed to hold on. Don't quite know how.
It was as if someone or something held me back, stopped the fall. At one point I am
sure I lost my grip completely? My mind must be playing tricks!!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Perhaps I should think about heading back up the hill it must be safer than this.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------You nearly fell over the edge?
Well yes I suppose I did, I should have listened to you. Thing is I have always thought
I had a good sense of direction. So stupid of me. I was too embarrassed to ask you.
Too proud I suppose. Still, that’s me all over!
What will you do now?
I may head back up for a bit and then cut across, see where that leads to.
More of the same, Going straight back up is the only viable way out of this danger.
It’s too steep, I am no climber, I don't have any equipment or supplies for a journey
like that.
You could take it slowly, step by step.
What about equipment and supplies?
Most people who go up that way have no equipment or supplies, yet they manage.
You know I might just do that then, give it a go. I can see some others up there in
the distance. If you are not around I could get help from them.
Be mindful that some people on the hill have been know to give bad advice.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Why have you turned back?
I was told to go this way, anyway, it’s level ground, I am not heading back down.
You are actually, you were warned to be mindful... Go that way, up there.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------What now, Why have you stopped?
I keep on tripping over, too many obstacles. One step forwards, then two backwards.
It’s steep in places! I told you I was no climber.
I never said it would be easy.
But I am not cut out for this. Not enough experience.
You must keep on trying. When you fall just pick yourself straight back up, dust
yourself down and carry on up.
But I feel so stupid. What will people think.
They all face the same obstacles as you. Others also trip up.
OK I'll give it another go.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Where are you going now?
Over this way. Why?
It’s not the right way, I keep on telling you, you must go up!
Look it’s not as if there are any signs to direct me, that would make it much easier.
The signs are there but you must look very hard to see them. Just keep looking.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------What are you doing sitting there?
Reading. A fellow climber has given me some books on climbing and maps to study.
I’ll just camp here until I have it figured out.
Its no substitute for actual climbing. You could get some advice from an experienced
climber, or join a climbing club, there are plenty of them up here.
No thanks I am capable of understanding a few books. It’s not rocket science.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------How long have you been sitting there for?
A while I know, but I did not realise it was this complicated, not all of the books
are saying the same thing and I have been given a lot more to study, I have a fair
collection now, but each day I learn a bit more, so I must get back to my studies.....
If you go on like this you will have a wall of books around you! You might come to
think of it as the end of your journey, when in fact you have only just started it.
You must get up and move on now.
But......
Listen! You must move on now, put the books down.
OK. Perhaps you are right.
Look, there are some others, over there, they would not mind if you were to travel
with them for a while, in fact they welcome others to journey with them.
I’ll think about it, not sure if they would want me tagging along.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------You are sure that they will not mind.
I am sure, just go and introduce yourself, they welcome all. They will understand.
I know this because I know them well, they are members of my family.
Yes, but.....
Just go!
Has the group got a name?

They are known as safespace.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------To be continued.................

