
Telford Missional Community 
Just over a year ago Louisa, Nathan and I arrived in Telford, Shropshire.  A 
‘new town’ with a very low church attendance and a high population of 20s 
and 30s.  Media coverage had prepared the ground in some ways, a lot of 
people were aware of our impending arrival and it had raised the question of 
what we consider to be success even before we arrived.  We were clear that 
we had to primary tasks; to grow a missional community and to engage with 
the increasing population of un-churched ‘young people’ in and around the 
town.  There was no model in place for us to ‘buy into’, there were many 
stories around the world that helped us begin, but they were set in their own 
context and so had little direct relevance.  We have turned to Scripture to look for clues to Missional living in a non-
Christian culture.   
 
Luke Chapter 10 
Jesus sends out the 72; in particular the call to go 
‘lightly’ and to seek the ‘People of Peace’ in the 
community, to offer peace to the community, where 
peace is returned to enter into the community as 
guests and to rest in their hospitality. 

Acts Chapter 17 
Paul at the Areopagus; beginning by spending time 
listening and learning to culture and the 
spirituality/spiritual quest and concerns of the people, 
learning their language and speaking with them in it, 
pointing them to the closeness of the Kingdom of God, 
that it is not contained in religious structures, rituals or 
buildings, that there is a need for transformation. 

John Chapter 4 
Jesus and the Samaritan woman; being where the 
people are at the time they are there, listening to their 
needs, speaking to them not at them, talking about the 
need to seek and reach for God not simply to follow a 
religious programme or culture. 

 

1 Thessalonians Chapter 2 
Paul writes to the church of Thessalonica; he tells 
them about a Missional life, that it is not about using 
authority but about choosing to let it go in order to 
nurture, to seek not to be a burden on the people, to 
share life and live righteous and transparent lives 
amongst people and before God. 

 
Over the year we have grown as a small emerging-missional community, seeking to follow these principles. We 
have also been given a strong connection with the 5th Century Irish Saint, Brendan.  St. Brendan set sail in a 
Currach – a leather boat, on a quest/pilgrimage with God  across the Atlantic and is said to have reached 
Newfoundland.  His vision and un-hesitant acceptance of the call to set sail, without a clear strategy, to let God’s 
wind and waves lead him and his Monks wherever God wills, has inspired us.  It encourages us to abandon our 
comfort zones and trust God in God’s world.  There are two prayers that reinforce this call. 
 

Sir Francis Drake St Brendan 
Disturb us, Lord, when 
We are too pleased with ourselves, 
When our dreams have come true 
Because we dreamed too little, 
When we arrived safely 
Because we sailed too close to the shore. 
Disturb us, Lord, when 
with the abundance of things we possess 
We have lost our thirst 
For the waters of life; 
Having fallen in love with life, 
We have ceased to dream of eternity 
And in our efforts to build a new earth, 
We have allowed our vision 
Of the new Heaven to dim. 
Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, 
To venture on wilder seas 
Where storms will show Your mastery; 
Where losing sight of land, 
We shall find the stars. 
We ask you to push back 
The horizons of our hopes; 
And to push back the future 
In strength, courage, hope, and love. 
This we ask in the name of our Captain, 
Who is Jesus Christ. 

Shall I abandon, O King of mysteries, the soft comforts of 
home? 
Shall I turn my back on my native land, and turn my face 
towards the sea? 
Shall I put myself wholly at your mercy, 
without silver, without a horse, 
without fame, without honor? 
Shall I throw myself wholly upon You, 
without sword and shield, without food and drink, 
without a bed to lie on? 
Shall I say farewell to my beautiful land, placing myself 
under Your yoke? 
Shall I pour out my heart to You, confessing my manifold 
sins and begging forgiveness, 
tears streaming down my cheeks? 
Shall I leave the prints of my knees on the sandy beach, 
a record of my final prayer in my native land? 
Shall I then suffer every kind of wound that the sea can 
inflict? 
Shall I take my tiny boat across the wide sparkling ocean? 
O King of the Glorious Heaven, shall I go of my own choice 
upon the sea? 
O Christ, will You help me on the wild waves? 



Vision and Values 
In the last few months we have been working on establishing some core values.  These reflect our commitment to 
being a community, to mission and to the stories that God has given to us. 
• to actively take great risks with God (setting sail with God in our own faith, letting go of our comfort theologies 

and structures  
• to nurture a missional dna (the 'missio dei' not the mission of church – joining with God on Gods mission in 

Gods world  
• to model ourselves as a monastic core, living out in the community (reflecting on the narrative of scripture, 

living by a spiritual rhythm and rule, living sharing life with others)  
• to be visible and exposed (incarnate with Christ in culture,  in heartfelt love for people and community)  
• to be creative and dynamic (creating with Christ, in worship, theology, missiology and community)  
• to think and act global & local (recognising both our insignificance and our significance - the majesty and the 

intimacy of God)  
• to be servants of shalom (kingdom of God – recreating with Christ, being a community of peace and hospitality 

: challenging oppression and injustice) 
 
We have also been identifying our “DNA” that which is core to our being as an 
emerging-missional community. It consists of three elements in relationship; 
community, pilgrimage and mission. We believe that all three are intrinsic, we 
need to be true community, warts and all, honest with and accountable to each 
other .  We are seeking at all times to know God more deeply and to give God 
all that we are in response to what God has done and is doing for us, to love 
God and each other as God loves us.  We believe that as a community we need 
to be pilgrims, on a journey with the living God in God's world, marking the thin 
places the places of encounter (as abram did) and moving onward.  It is in 
walking with God that we are missional; joining God in Gods mission, sharing 
life with others as Jesus - God made man - shares life with us, mission as an 
attribute of God not an activity of the church.  Mission as shalom i.e. 
reconciliation with God made possible by the death and resurrection of Jesus, restoration of community, reversal 
of oppression and injustice.  Being good news to the poor, living sacrificial hospitality, sharing the stories, speaking 
and being the good news of life with and through Jesus and helping those who seek to reach for God. 
 
Community Life and Mission 
We have established a pattern of community life, which in some ways reflects a Monastic pattern, including. 
• Rhythm and Rule 

o Thursday – Breaking of bread, a meal together and a time of 
meditation/worship 

o Daily – scripture and prayer (blog) 
o Meditations – On-line 
 

• Intentionality – open houses, social connections, food, creativity, inclusivity, 
participation etc. 

 
We have been on a pilgrimage to Ireland to the sites associated with Brendan and have 
others in the pipeline.  We also believe that to be on Pilgrimage means walking with 
people and communities as ‘Soul Friends’, advocates and spiritual guides, it means 
Sharing Life in a very real sense. 
 
We have developed Missional relationships in the communities of Telford.  We began by looking around the town 
attempting to identify where and how younger people (20s/30s) gathered.  When we had identified some of these 
and some community leaders, we began “knocking on doors” 

 
• AFC Telford United Football Club 

I began by meeting with the Chairman and others.  I bought a season 
ticket and attend as many games as I can (almost all, home and away) 
spending time before and after the game with supporters, club officials and 
players.  We have been getting actively involved at different levels; 
individual counselling, helping out with ground maintenance e.g. sweeping 
the terraces after home games and painting doors, helping the club with 
issues such as Race relations etc. 

   
• Telford College of Art and Technology 

We have been running Spirituality workshops, Working with the college on issues such as Fair Trade, an 
event to mark the anniversary of the abolition of slavery and raise awareness of the issue of human 
trafficking, Mentoring/counselling young people and simply building relationships with staff and student. 



  
• Town Centre – Management, Council, Park and Spaces 

We hosted an art installation, entitled ‘Holy Ground’  in the Shopping 
Centre which focussed on the idea of Holy Ground not as a place to go to 
meet God, but as where God meets us, wherever that may be.  It was 
based on the story of Moses and the burning bush. Hosting the installation 
not only gave us the chance to meet and talk with hundreds of people, but 
also simply to watch and listen to the kind of people who live in, work in 
and use the Centre on a daily basis. We have been having a conversation 
with the Town Centre Management and David Wright MP about the need 
to develop a community spiritual space in the Town Centre.  We are 
looking at the possibilities of finding a place within the centre to explore 
what this might look like from our perspective and to create a place of hospitality and peace for the wider 
community. 
 

• Mind Body Spirit community 
We have taken part in two Mind Body Spirit fairs in Telford, we believe that 
these places are one of the contemporary spiritual market places and 
therefore instead of seeking to prevent them we believe we need to be 
there.  We seek to be part of the community but distinct, to respect and 
listen to the people there, to share our stories and to pray for healing (etc.) 
with people and to build relationships with regular attendees, organisers 
and stall holders.  I also ltook a seminar exploring different Christian 
Spiritual traditions e.g. the Mystics, Monastic spirituality, Contemplative 
prayer etc. 

 
• Family groups (playgroups etc) 

 
Connections and Media 
We have made a number of ‘learning’ connections over the year, some to do with my role within CMS.   
• CMS 

o Mission movement team, Mission Leadership team and Mission Spirituality  
o Directors and Managers conference and various one off speaking engagements. 
 

• Blah (Emerging Church gatherings) 
o London, Manchester and Birmingham 
 

• Emerging Church Leaders (UK) 
o High Leigh Residentials 
o Web Community 

 
• Greenbelt Festival 

o Networking 
o We led an act of Worship and built a Meditation Installation 

 
• National Church of England 

o Communications networks 
o Fresh Expressions Board 
 

• Lichfield Diocese 
o Training 
o V Festival 
o Evangelism and Spirituality Team 

• Huddle 
o A monthly gathering of Pioneer Mission Leaders across the region 

 
I/We have been interviewed by several Papers and TV companies as well as making some TV Meditations.  
• BBC Radio Shropshire 
• BBC Shropshire Local  
• BBC  Birmingham  
• Fox News 
• The Guardian (Daily and Weekend) and The Daily Telegraph 
 
As well as our Podcast meditations and films our Blogs and Web site have also been key to communication, 
community and Mission  they can be found at www.safespace.me.uk - www.wayoutwest.co.uk  


